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DEDICATION. 


My honoured Patrons, 


HO'I may be cenſur'd by 
ſuch as are narrow-mind- 
ed and ſtingy, and ſtand 

charg'd, as an egregious Latitudi- 

narian, in the Choice I have made 
of a Patron to the enſuing ſmall 

Treatiſe ; yet fince you are all in- 

timately, and, I hope, equally, 

concern'd and intereſted in the 

Subject treated on, ſo I flatter 

myſelf my Appeal will appear 

ſtrictly juſt and appoſite: Not- 
withſtanding the infinite Diſparity 


there is, betwixt the Number of 


Pages, and the Perſons I call to 
A:2 their 
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i DEDICATION. 


their Protection Vos eritis 
Fudices —— Si quid his rectius 
noviſtis —— Candid, &c. ; 


You, my ; Patrons, are the largeſt 
Society on Earth. You are. of 
prior Date to moſt others: At 
leaſt, you are co-eval to any one, 
except that of Free-Maſons only. 
That, indeed, boaſts a Priority to 
you, offeveral (tho undetermin d) 
Centuries. —— In Conſequence 
of theſe ende Endowments, 
you are beſt qualify'd to judge, 
whether the following Inquiries 
and Speculations are conducted in 
a Manner ſuitable to the Import- 
ance and Dignity of the Subject; 
and how far they may be valid 
or invalid. 


As the firſt and the ſtrongeſt 
Paſſion, implanted in human Na- 
ture, is the Propagation of the 
Species, ſo the firſt Object of Cu- 
rioſity and Inquiry, is to know 
preciſely how, and by what Me- 
chaniſm, this great and glorious 
27 5 is brought about. | 


Wz have (in 2 to be _ 
inform'd ourſelves, and to be ca- 
pable of ſatisfying the Scruples and 
Curioſity of others) read many ela- 
borate and weighty (if we are to 
judge of their Weight by their 
Bulk) Pieces upon chis Subject, 
without being much the wiſer, or 
in the leaſt ſatisfy d by them. 


Wx have likewiſe been engag d 
in many Debates and Converſa- 


tions upon the ſame Chapter : 


And 
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iv DEDICATION 
And it was merely in Compliance 
with the Defires of ſome Perſons 
we talkd with, that we were 
prevail'd upon to commit our 
Thoug ghts to Paper. 


Ar firſt, indeed, we gd our- 
ſelves impar to the Task of ex- 
plaining ſo profound a Myſtery, 
which had already puzzled ſo 
many great Phyſicians, and deep 
Philoſophers. But nevertheleſs, 
having once reſolved on the At- 


tempt, we ſoon perceivd a ſort of 


prolific Grace to ſupervene; and we 
grew inflamed with a Zeal to fa- 


tisfy the Scruples and Curiofity of 


infinite Numbers: And it was but 
juſt dictum factum For when we 
had once ſet about it, we brought 
it to an Iſſue (pray Heaven! it may 


prove a happy one) in a few let- 
ſure 
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ſure Hours, only laid out by way 
of Amuſement. But this 1s talk- 
ing in the Style, or Cant, of mo- 
dern Authors : And it will be 
conſtrued (maugre all I can ſay to 


the contrary) an Apology for A 
weak Performance. 


been thus copious in my Dedica- 
tion, I will ſpare myſelf, and you, 
the Trouble of a Frets. 


AN D!] flatter myſelf I have a 
juſt Claim and Right to this Im- 
munity : For as I have conform'd 
to the modern Mode in one Par- 
ticular, ſo I hope I may have 
Leave to deſert it in another 


that is, by paſſing a Preface, 


l HOPE 


SINCE, my Patrons, I have 
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I nor you'll put a favour. 
able and benign Conſtruction on 
what I offer to your Favour and 
Protection (againſt the Malevo- 
lence, Calumny, and Detraction of 
a malicious Age); and I am, with 
the moſt zealous and fincereWiſhes 
to your Health and Perpetuity, 


Your very devoted 


humble Servant, 


Soeietatis Socius, 


ON: 


BE vook DATION. 


„ 
1 i Inpettl Inquiry. into che ul 
8 ; Progreſſion and Per- 
fection of Animal Generation, Ke, 


HE ardent Deſite, and inſatiable uch 
T of People in all Aves, to be well in- 

formed arid ſatisfied upon the Point 
er have influenced and enga ge eds 


n 


me yficlans aud Philoſophers, of all Times 
and Countries; to exert” theit' urtnoſt Skill 
and Endeavours towards givin an adequate 


and ſatisfactory Solution of lis bo OY 
Problem, v. g. 


How the din Speck of Entity 12 
7” extend its ratent Form, and freteh to „Mn? 
Garth' Diſpenſ, 


B Numerous 
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Numerous Pens have been employ'd, and 
numberleſs Pages (almoſt infinite) have been 
written, in order to ſolve and clear this 
abſtruſe Point; but (by what Fatality, 'tis 
hard to ſay) all to ſo little Purpoſe, that the 
World ſeems at this Day altogether unſa- 
tisfied about it. 


Ir may, perhaps, be expected, That we 
ſbould pay ſome ſort of Regard to the nu- 
merous Herd of Authors who have hereto- 
fore written upon the Subject; that is, 
by citing and comparing them, and by con- 
firming or confuting them, according as they 
may ſtand intitled to one or the other: But, 
in Truth, we find their Notions and Argu- 
ments, in general, ſo jejune, confuſed, diſ- 
cordant, and unſatisfactory, that we chuſe 
to neglect them all alike, and rather confine 
ouxſelves to the narrow Limits of our own 
Conjectures and Opinions, than ſwell the 
Bulk of what we deſigned ſhould be very com- 
pendious and ſhort, with the Recital of No- 
tions and Opinions which are ſo very crude, 
trifling, and i impertinent. To proceed then; 


Firſt, We lay it down for undoubted 
Matter of Fact and Truth, that the Ova, or 
Eggs, which Women (and the ſame in 
Females of all other Species) eject from! 
their Ovaria into the Uterus or Matrix, in 


the Act of Coition, or ſome Time after, 0 
the 
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the proper Objects of Impregnation and 8 
3158 on: And, Secondly, That the ſuppo 

Ova, or Eggs, and the Male Sperm, are * 
ſole conſtituent Principles of Animal Gene- 
ration, conſider d as natural and perfect; 
becauſe (as Hiſtorians tell us) other animated 
Subſtances are ſometimes generated in the 
Wombs of Women, . which are intirely pre- 
ternatural, and may claim a different Origin 
perhaps: But of theſe we may happen to 
peak, in due Time and Place. * 


THAT the two 403 ſole conſtituent Prin- 
ciples of Animal Fecundation and Genera- 
tion, are (as above ſaid) certain Ova, or 
Eggs, peculiar to the Female Sex, and the 
Sperm or Seed of the Male, is now gene- 
rally allowed, believed and maintained. 
There are not wanting, however, ſome few 
heterodox Syltemarians, (always more tena- 
cious of old Notions and Opinions, how 
abſurd and prepoſterous ſoever they may be, 
than inclinable and favourable to the moſt 
orthodox new Diſcoveries) who obſtinately 
combat againſt it, even at this Day, and 


endexyont to diflolve or explain the ſaid 
Ova, or Eggs, into a Female Sperm, eſpe- 
dally with regard to the human Species: 


But whether the Share, which the Female 
Adventurer contributes to this noble Stru- 
ure, be certain Ova, or Eggs, or only 
Sperm, is not of yery great Moment ; there- 
B 2 fore 
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fore we will ſo far indulge the Scruples, of 
the Tender and Diffident, and the Obltinacy 
of the Sceptic, as to lay that Controverſy 
aſide; and we will haſten 'to conſider 9 
true Place, or Theatre of Action, where the 
Foundation of this glorious Fabric is firſt 
laid. 8 | 


| 


Tux Phyſicians, and other Philoſophers, 
of all Ages, till of late Days, imagined the 
Uterus, or Matrix, to be the Scene of 
Action where this hn ty oy og Was 
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have made it ane a. a the 055 
or Eggs, are firſt impregnated in the Ovaria, 
Ci. e. in the proper Repoſit tories of the Ota, 
or Eggs) into which the Male Sperm is con- 
veyed, through the Uterine Tubes, for. that 
End and Purpolc.. * 


Soor after Impregnation, the Ouun, 
(or Ova, ſat poſi ng there is more than one 
impregnated) which before was pellucid 
and tranſparent, becomes opaque and dark, 
and a yellowiſh, Subſtance begins to appear 
upon its Supetficies: Within a little Time 
titres Fl not abſolutely. determined 
how long) he Ovum ſlips: its new or adycn- 
titious Coat, and is propell d into the 
Uterus. 


1260 . 1 THE 


n,EECUNDATION. g 
-Tas next Inquiry, of Ni icety and Import- 
ance, which ariſes, .. Whether the whole 


Bulk Or Quantity of the Male Sperm, emit- 
ted into the Matrix, in the amorous Con- 


greſs, or only a Part of it, is. ſuck d in by 


into the Ovaria for the Uſe and Purpoſe of 
Impregnation. Concerning this Particular, 

indeed, We are not yet perfectly well calight- 
ened; nor is it a Matter caly, to be clear d 
up: — Perhaps it never will. However, 
(to offer our Conjectures upon it) we rather 
imagine, that only a Part of it is convey d to 
the Ovaria to impregnate the um or 
Ova, and that the Remainder is conſerv d in 
the Urerus, for the further Nouriſhment of 


the impregnated Ouvum or Owe, when 
immitted thither. 


by may, perhaps, be urged, againſt this 
Conjecture, That if the Male Sperm, or any 
Portion of it, ſhould be unemploy d in the 
Matrix, till the Ovum is immitted thither, 
t would be polluted, or diluted, by the na- 
urat Menſtruum or Fuices of the Womb: 
and, conſequently, chat its Spirit and Vigour 
would be weakened and ird | 


Ta Is ObjeQion, indeed, to view and: 
conſider it in prima facie only, feems to 
carry great Weight and Vraiſemblance with 
it: But, neyertheleſs, we will venture to 


examine 


the Uterine Tubes, and by them conveyed 
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examine it; and, perhaps, we may be able 
to detect a Fallacy, that is, to diſcover a weak 
Side in it. And, ff, It is to be conſider d, 
That the Male Sperm (of human, and other 
Creatures the ſame, doubtleſs) is of an oily, 
tenacious Nature, and will not eaſily nor 
readily mix and blend with other Fluids, 
where there is not a ſtrict Homogeneity or 
Similarity in their reſpective conſtituent 
Parts, which cannot be admitted or ſup- 
poſed here: And, as tis to be preſumed, 
(from the Spirituoſity and Excellency of its 
Nature) that the mutual Attraction of its 
own conſtituent Parts is very werful and 
predominant, fo it may preſerve its Sub- 
tance and Eſſence intire, and let go, neither 
of one nor the other, to the Menſtruum or 
Fluid that inveſtigates it; on the contrary, 
the Utcrine Juices, or Menſtruum, may pre. 
ſerve and keep it inviolate, both in its Quan- 
tity and _ 


Secondly, T 1s to be conſidered, That the 
Matrix is a very warm Bed, and a very cloſe 
ſecure Harbour, eſpecially after Conception; 

and, conſequently, the Male Sperm may be 

preſerved there, in its full Quantity, Force 
and Virtue, or, nearly fo, till 'tis required 
to foment, dilate, cheriſh and nouriſh the 
impregnated Ovum, when tis protruded into 
the Nerus. 


THE 
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Tux Opinion, which is moſt commonly 
held and maintain'd at this Day, That the 
Ovum is firſt impregnated in its own proper 
Repoſitory, is prov'd and confirm'd, upon the 
unqueſtionable Authority of numerous Diſ- 
ſections, made as well on human Bodies, 
as Quadrupeds; fo that the Thing is paſt 
all Diſpute or Controyerſy : Or otherwiſe, 
ir were far more eaſy and familiar, to con- 
ceive and comprehend, how that. by 
the violent Convulſion, which the Uterine 
Region, with the Parts adjacent and cir- 
cumjacent to it, are in at the Inſtant of 
Coition — the Ovaria, contracting them- 
ſelves violently in their Dimenſions, might 
thryſt out, or propel, ſome one or more 
Ova, through the Fallopian Tubes, into 
the Matrix : And that the Sperm or Seed 
of the Male being immitted there, at the 
ſame Inſtant, or nearly fo, it immediately 
jmpregnates and fecundates it. 


IT will be no yery difficult Matter, I ap- 
prehend, to explain how, or by what Me- 
chaniſm, this Ad of Impregnation and 
Fecundation is brought about. 


Wr are firſt to conſider, that though the 
Female Ova, or Eggs, and the Male Sperm, 
are different Subſtances, and proceed from 
different Sexes, yet they are both much of 
the ſame Nature; and are abſtracted _—_ 
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of the ſame (though different Species. 
And hence we may infer and conclude, that 


there is a ſtriẽt Homogeneity, or Simllarity, 
bet wixt the minute cönſtituent Parts of one 
and the other; in 


Proportion to which, and 
the great Subtilty, Volatility, and Spirit- 
ofity of their Natures; they will neceſſarily 
attract each other mutually and reciprocally. 
For though the univerſal Law or Power 
of Attraction does preſide over, and operate 
in or upon, all Species of Matter whatever, 
In a greater or leſs Degree, yet, [ preſume, 
this fame attractile Power . exiſts in, 
and operates more forcibly upon, ſuch as 
are moſt ſubtil, volatile, and Gr irituous, and 
whoſe reſpeRive conſtituent Parts arc moch 
ſtrictly homogene, or ſimilar to each orher. 


TuBSsE Premiſſaries being granted us, 
which; we preſume, no one will be ſo hardy 
as to deny us, we proceed to ſhew, (in 
which we muſt briefly recapitulate what has 
been already mention'dmore at large) by what 
Mechaniſm Fecundation, or the firſt Step 
to Animal Generation, is perform d; and 
next to that, how the great Work is after. 
wards carried on and perfected: And in 
ſuck our Explanation, we hope to clear the 
Thing from all Myſtery and Obſcurity, and 
to render it phin and intelligible to ever 
Capacity. 0 8 „ 


BEFORE 
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BEFORE proceed, I ſhall firſt digeſt and 
divide my Text into diſtinct Heads, for the 
fake of Method, and greater Perſpicuity. 
And, fir/f, It is laid down for undeniable 
Matter of Fact and Truth, That the Ova, or 
Eggs, peculiar to Females, are the proper and 
ſole Objects of Fecundation. Secondly, That 
the Sperm, which the Male imparts in the 
amorous Congreſs, is the grand Formatrix, 
in the Work of Human, and other Animal 


Generation, Thirdly, That the Male Sperm 


is not only the Primum Mobile, and Sove- 
reign Ens; but the Secundum and Ultimum 
likewiſe. Fourthly, It is generally believ'd 
and maintain'd, that in the Male Sperm, 
and in every individual Particle of it, the 
Idea and Form of the whole Animal, (of the 
Male Sex, we preſume) and all its Parts, do 
exiſt; and that the Fluids were in Motion 
before Generation, or even Conception. 
Fifthly, Tis generally allow'd and main- 
tain d, that the Sperm of Animals (and 
more eſpecially the human) is the moſt ſub- 
til, volatile, and ſpirituous Matter in Nature; 


and when view'd with proper and good 


Optic-glaſſes, we find it abound with in- 
numerable Animalculæ, which skip and play 
about in it, with greater or leſs Vivacity, 


according to the Age, Health, and Vigour of 


Its Proprietor, Indeed tis reaſonable to con- 
ecture, (and we preſume to give it as our 
Opinion) that the whole Bulk or Subſtance 

C of 
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of the ſaid Sperm, is no other than a Con- 
geries of ſuch — Bug ; and that the more 
immature and minute (which the beſt Glaſſes 
cannot yet trace) conſtitute that Fluid, in 
which the more mature and perfect * 22 
malculæ appear to ſwim. Fh But not- 
withſtanding the great Share and Importance 
which we have attributed to the Male Sperm, 
in the Work of Fecundation and Genera- 
tion, yet the Qua, or Eggs, peculiar to and 
produc d by Women, (as well as the Females 
of all other Specics) are of abſolute and equal 
Necedny: to it. 


I don't know how ſome of the more 
refined amongſt the Literati and Adepit 
(who are not oyer-fond of countenancing Opi- 
nions that are not of their 6wn coining) 
may reliſh the Notion above deliver d, vis. 
That the component Parts of the Fluid, in 
which the larger Animalculæ appear to 
ſwim, are no other than Animalculæ, tho 
more minute and immature, The Notion, 
we fanſy, is ſomewhat new; but neverthe- 
leſs, upon due Examination, we hope it 
will appear both reaſonable and yalid. 


NoTWITHSTANDING the general Opinion 
is agrecable to what we have deliver'd above, as 
yet there are not wanting ſome Phyſicians, I Se 
and other Philoſophers, (of the minute Claſs, F 


we preſume) who pretend, that the nage, 
14 


als, 


on FECUNDATION. 11 
Oba have nothing eſſential in them; and 
that they are of no other Uſe or Mo- 
ment, in the Buſineſs of Generation, than 
to ſerve as a proper Nz4#s, Harbour, or 
Bed, for the Male Sperm to fructify in, or 
to diſplay its inherent prolific Virtue in. 


THIs, alas! is the ſtingy, ſordid Notion 
of many (reputed) Heroes and Adepts, both 
in Phyſic and Philoſophy 3 to the great 
Diſparagement and Injury of the Fair Sex: 
But we declare ourſelves a Patron and Pro- 
tector of the injured Fair; and we vow Re- 
yenge againſt rhe malicious, iniquirous Slan- 
derers! How, in the Name of Vengeance, 
could Men receive, or conceive in their 
Noddles, ſuch crude, abſurd Notions ? and 
how could they have the Aſſurance to broach 
and maintain them in public, when the con- 
trary is palpable (as it were, ad Tatum & 
ad Viſum) from many Obſervations and Ar- 
guments, of which we ſhall only mention 
tic moſt patent and frequent. But, firſt, 
we afſert and maintain, that the Ova, which 
Women contribute to the Work of Gene- 
ration, have an Eſſence altogether as noble, 
ſubtil, volatile, and important, as the Sperm 
of Man : That they cnter into the Compo- 
ſition, and conſtitute a Part, of every Man, 
as well as of every Individual of their own 
Sex. But it may be objected, That this is 
an arbitrary Dogma, or a mere {p/e dixi; 
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12 A Philoſophical Es s A v 
therefore I ſhall bring irrefragable Arguments 
in Proof of it: And ſrſt, The VFraiſemblance 
of what I have ſaid, will draw great Force 
and Sanction from the following Circum- 
ſtances ; vir. firſt, It is well known, that 
when a Male and Female of differcnt Specics 
copulate together, the Reſult of ſuch Copu- 
lation is a Tertium quid: That is, a neutral 
Species, equally receding from, and partake- 
ing of both, or nearly ſo. Secondly, If a 
Man and Woman of different Colours (black 
and white) copulate together, the Iſſue of 
ſuch Copulation will be of a neutral Colour, 
cqually receding from, and partaking of 
both. Thirdly, The Example of Female 
Children, which generally retain much more 
of the Mother than of the Father, (and ſo, 
vice verſa) in Form, Feature, Speech, Dil- 
poſitions, &c. This, ſurely, is an undeni- 
able Argument of what I have ſaid above; 
ig. That the Female Ovum is ſomething 
more than a Nidus or Bed for the Male Seed 
to form itſelf, and fructify in; but, on the 
contrary, that it actually enters into the Com- 
poſition of the Fætus, and makes a Part of 
the Whole. | 


*T 1s true, indeed, the Female Ova ex- 
preſs rather ſolid than fluid Subſtances ; but 
nevertheleſs, the much greater Part of their 
Compoſition is a Fluid, (as would plainly 


appear, would we be at the Pains to make 
3 . : ; an 


4 all, 
For, 
Subj 
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an Analyſis of them) which, we preſume; is 
in continual Motion. And in this Fluid, 
perhaps, and in every individual conſtituent 
Part of it, may exiſt the Form and Idea of a 
human Fetus, (to be ſuppos'd of the Female 
Sex) and all its Parts, 


EN — Dees 
® 2 * . 2. — * 1 S * 


THAT Subſtance, or Matter, which conſti- 
tutes the Female Ova, (when ſecreted from 
the arterial Blood in the Ovaria, or Teſticles) 
reſembles the Male Sperm more than any 
thing elſe. But as it maturates or ripens by v 
Time, fo it conſolidates, and puts on the 
Shape and Appearance of Eggs. 


THE Natures, Eſſences, and Homogene- 
ity of theſe two conſtituent Principles of 
human Generation bcing thus explain'd, we 
proceed to ſhew, by what Mechaniſm they 
rſt incline together, and afterwards combine b 
and intermix or incorporate, with each other; 


and finally cooperate to the Completion of 
the whole Work. 


IN ſpeaking to this Part or Period of our 
Subject, we muſt beg Indulgence of the more 
nice and delicate of our Readers, if we ſhould 
be neceſſarily led to avoid doubtful and inde- 
finite Terms, and approach to the pura Natu- 
ralia, in our Deſcription and Expreſſion. 
for, in treating phyſical and philoſophical 
Subjects, we hold ourſelyes diſpens'd from a 

lervile 
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fervile Compliance with the uſual Modes ang 
Forms of Expreſſion; and are obliged to be 
as plain and explicit as poſſible. But to 
the Purpoſe: 


WHEN a Man and a Woman (and the like 
in all other Specics of Animals) are met to- 
gcther, and are determin'd in the amorous 
Congreſs, the exquiſite Titillation which 
the Pathics (VIS. Women, and other Fe- 
males) reſſent in the ſaid Act of Coition, 
puts the whole Fabric of the Womb, and 
all its circumjacent Parts, into a violent Agi. 
tation, or momentary Convulſion. 


Ar the Time of this violent Agitation, 
or momentary Convulſion, of the Uterine 
Region, and its circumjacent Parts, all 
the Nerves and Fibres of the ſaid Part 
or Parts are violently irritated and con- 
tracted, In conſequence of this violent Ti- 
tillation, Irritation, and Contraction, it 
would be both natural and reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, (admitting the old exploded Opinion 
to be right) that ſome one or more of 
the Female Ova ſhould be thruſt out of theit 
Manſions, (the Ovaria) and ſhould be pro- 
pell'd into the Uterine Tubes, and by them 
be convey'd into the Womb; whither, at the 
ſame time, or nearly ſo, a due Quantity of 
the Male Sperm or Seed is likewiſe im- 
mitted, 

BUT, 
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Bur, unfortunately for us, this old; No- 
tion of Animal Fecundation, which was ſo 
palpable and eaſy for us to conceiye and 
was afterwards controverted, and finally con- 
futed: And another, leſs palpable and eaſy 
to comprehend, has been ſubſtituted in its 
Place. Thus tis now not only faid, but 
proy'd and confirm'd by Obſervation, as al- 
ready mention'd, that the Ove are fink im- 
pregnated and fecundated in the Ouaria, 
commonly call'd the Teſticles of Women. 
But how, or by what Mechaniſm this is 
brought about ? that is the Queſtion; and is 
what may be ſomewhat difficult to account 
for. This however (tho arduous and diffi- 
cult it ſeems) we will endeavour to explain 


| in the beſt manner we can. And, rt, 


Ws preſume, that the Office or Fus 
gion of the Fallopian Tubes, in their natu- 
nal State, is not recipient, but excretory : 
That is, they are not qualify d to receive the 
Male Seed, but to excrete the Female Ova 3 
we mean in their natural State and Condi- 
tion. But nevertheleſs, when they are tranſ- 
pos d and transform d from their natural 
State, their Properties may be diametrically 
chang d. Thus, tho it would be immꝑoſſt - 
ble for the ſaid Tubes, while in a State of 
Reſt and Inaction, to imbibe or ſuck in the 
Male Secd, yet in the A& of dy 
when 
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16 A Philoſophical Es s av 
when the Plot thickens, and Bliſs is in its 
Zenith, or meridian Height, tis then poſſi. 
ble, and very probable, that the Teſticles or 
Ovaria may be conſiderably dilated, by the 
Rarefaction and Expanſion of their own in- 
nate Aura or Spirit. Now, this Conjecture 
being allow'd, (which is certainly conſonant 
with philoſophical Reaſoning) a certain neceſ- 
ſary Quantity of the Male Sperm would cer- 
tainly ruſh in to reſtore the loſt Equilibrium, 
which would otherwiſe be infring'd and vio- 
lated, from the undue Diſtenſion of the Ova- 
ria. And moreover, tis reaſonable to ima- 
gine, that the Orifices of the Uterine Tubes 


are greatly diſtorted and inlarg'd under this 
Circumſtance. | 


Was the Body of Woman tranſparent, 
or what they call diaphanous, that is, penc- 
trable and pervious to the human Sight, ſo 
that we could ſee, with our Eyes, the Scene 
of Action, at the Inſtant when Fecundation is 
perform d, or when the firſt Rudiments of Ge⸗ 
neration are laid, we ſhould then doubtleſs be- 
hold ſomething which we can't well compre- 
hend with our intellectual Eyes: We ſhould 
ſee Ten thouſand Animalculæ (ſuppoſe them 
ſo many Cupids) of the different Sexes, tho 
of the fame Species, making the moſt ardent 
and violent Love together; till at length, 
tir d with the Conflict, perhaps, or having 
mutually inſinuated themſelves into, and in- 

corporated 
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corporated with each other, they unite and 
combine, and ſo conſtitute but one Heart, 
one Soul, one Body. 


As the Male Seed or Sperm (we mean of 
the human Species) is, without Queſtion, 
the moſt ſubtil, volatile, and ſpirituous Mat- 
ter in Nature, ſo, conſequently, it muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be the moſt proper and ſuitable Pa- 
bulum, or Nouriſhment, to give Growth and 
Extenſion to the Ova, or Eggs of Women. 
For as the Male Sperm is evidently endow'd 
with the above-mention'd Qualities, ſo it 
muſt greatly heat, foment, nouriſh, and 
cheriſh, (in Principio) and extend or dilate 
the Eggs. 


In proportion as the ſuppos'd Ova, or 
Eggs, extend and dilate their Surfaces, their 
exterior Pores become at the ſame time more 
patent or open; and conſequently the Male 
Seed or Sperm will inſinuate itſelf more 
alily into their Interſtices. Things being 
thus far adyanc'd, and as they are both (i. e. 
the Male Sperm, and Female Ova) the moſt 
ſubtil, volatile, animated Matter or Sub- 
kancesi in Nature, ſothey produce (when come 
in Company and Contact together) a ſort of 
mutual Tranſport (if we may be allow'd that 


Expreſſion upon the Occaſion) and Rejoice- 
Ing, 


D FROM 
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FROM the ſuppos'd mutual Tranſports and 
Rejoicings, (which are the Actions and Ex- 
preſſions of their ardent Love) ariſe great 
Agitations, Attrition, and Colliſion betwixt 
. till the two Principles (2. e. the Male 
Seed, and Female Ova) are perfectly and 
uniformly diſſolv d, mix d, blended, and in- 
corporated with each other: And as it is by 
this Means, or Mechaniſm, that the Female 
Eggs, or Ova, are actually torn to Pieces, 
ſeparated, and diſſoly'd, in the Male Sperm, 
ſo the Male Sperm, by means of that Aſſo- 
ciation and Mixture, aſſumes a more ſolid 
Subſtance, and a thicker Nature. 


So ſoon as theſe two Principles of Animal 
Fecundation and Generation are come in 
Contact together, (whether it ſhould happen 
in the Ovarza, as is now demonſtrated, or 
in the Womb, as was heretofore imagin d) 
the attractile Power or Principle, which ex- 
iſts alike and cqually in both, takes Place, 
and begins to operate, or exert itſelf, The 
Female Ovum, and the Male Sperm, in 


which tis now immersd, begin to attract 


each other mutually and violently, in pro- 
portion to the Excellency, Subtilty, and 
Spirituoſity of their Natures, and to the Ho- 
mogencity or Similarity of their conſtituent 
Parts. But the Ovum is a ſolid Subſtance; 
the Sperm a Fluid: The former is apparently 
at Reſt; the latter is in Motion. And = 
tho 
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(tho' they attract each other mutually and 
reciprocally) the Male Sperm is, in this Par- 
ticular, as well as in many others, the active 
Voice: For it aſſaults the Ovum furiouſly at 
all Quarters — ruſhes violently into its 
Pores — inſinuates itſelf into its Inter- 
ſtices — and, in like manner as Water acts 
upon Sugar and Salt, it diſſolves it by break- 
ing the Coheſion of its Parts: And this done, 
it mixes and incorporates itſelf intimately 
with its conſtituent Parts, which are by this 
time reduc'd to ſome Degree of Fluidity. 
And from all this it appears manifeſtly, that 
the Power of Attraction betwixt the two, 


is ſtronger and more forcible than the Power 
of Coheſion in any one, 


By this time, and at this Period, the 
Ovum is truly faid to be fecundated or im- 
pregnated, and the Baſis of Generation is 
laid, When theſe two moſt affectionate 
Lovers are thus incorporated and interwoven 
with each other, then enſues a ſort of mu- 
tual Tranſport and Rejoicing : Inteſtine 
Commotions ariſe ; but amicable ones — 
being the Reſult of the moſt ardent Love. 
The violent Colliſion and Attrition of Parts, 
which neceſſarily reſult from theſe Commo- 
tions, heat, rarcfy, and expand the Mixture. 
By this time the impregnated Egg, or 
Ovum, begins to ſwell; and its exterior Pores 

| D232: dilate, 
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dilate, ſo as to admit a more copious Sup- 
ply of the beloved Sperm. 


N ow the moſt ſolid Fibrils, and compo- 


nent Parts of the Ouum, begin to give Way; 


and detaching themſelves from their com- 
mon Centre, fall into the fluid Sperm. In 
this State and Condition, they become more 


effectually 'fubjeM to the attractile Power of 


the Sperm; by which, finally, they are in- 
tirely diſſolv d, and intimately mix d, blended, 
and incorporated with it. 


THE ſuppos'd, Motion, Agitation, and 
Colliſion, commence, or take Place, imme- 
diately after the Ouum is impregnated: And 
thence the Egg, which was, till then, tranſ- 
parent, becomes troubled and opaque, — 
But here let us reſume the Ovuum under our 
Inſpection and Examination — as perfectly 
diflolv'd, mix'd, and incorporated with the 
Male Sperm. This ſeems to be the ſecond 
Step towards Animal Generation. For as 
the Ovums Penetration by the ſaid Male 
Sperm is the firſt Step, ſo we judge, that its 
being perfectly diſſolvd in, and intimately 
mix d and incorporated with, the ſaid Sperm, 
may very properly be ſtyled the ſecond. 


HITHERTO the attractile Power ſeems to 
have acted uniformly, and in a more general 


Senſe or Manner; but if we trace it for- 
wards 
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wards, and attentively obſerve it, we ſhall 
find, that it acts henceforward, with greater 
Luxuriance and Diverſity. 


Tux ſupposd two Principles of Animal 
Generation, being thus mix'd, incorporated, 
and confus'd with each other, may not im- 
properly be compar'd to the Chaos of old: 
For as in that (v. g. the Chaos) exiſted, in 
minimis, the Primordia, or original Sta- 
mina, of all Things fince created or pro- 
duc'd, ſo in this Mixture exiſts the Whole, 
and all the Animal, of what Species ſoever it 
may be. 
= * 

AFTER the ſaid two Principles are brought 
into the ſuppos d State of perfect Diſſolution, 
Mixture, and Union, by virtue of the at- 
tractile Power, operating in and upon 
them, then (as above obſcrv'd) the ſame at- 
tractile Power operates with greater Luxuri- 
ance and Diverſity. — And the Reaſon of 
this is, we fanſy, very palpable and plain: 
For tho' all the conſtituent Parts of the two 
ſuppos d Principles are in a certain Degree 
homogene, or ſimilar to each other, yet, as 
ſome particular Parts of the Whole are more 
ſtrictly homogene, or fimilar to each other, 
than they are to the whole Bulk of which 
they make a Part, and conſequently, attract- 
ing cach other more ſtrongly than they are 
attracted by the whole Maſs, they will ſepa- 

rate 
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rate themſelves from it, combine together 
reſpectively, and conſtitute their particular, 
tho' neceſſary Parts of the Whole. 


HENCE it plainly appears, that the eter. 
nal and univerſal Law or Power of Attra- 
ion, is the chief (if not the ſole) Agent in 
the Buſineſs of Animal Generation, — B 
this Law, Power, or Principle, it is, 75 
that the conſtituent Parts of the Animal 
Body are aſſembled, interwoven, and com- 
bin d together: And, ſecondly, that the Maſs, 


ſo combin'd, is divided into its ſolid and 


fluid Parts: And, hzrdly, that each of theſe is 
after wards ſubdivided as we ſee it; v. g. the ſo- 
lid Part or Portion, into Bones, Cartilages, 
Ligaments, Fibres, Fat, c. and the fluid, 
into its Craſſamentum and derum; and the 
ſeverai notable Subſtances which jecrete 
themſelves from it, or (to ſay more pro- 
perly) are ſecreted from it, and claim racir 
particular Receſſes and Diſtricts in the Body. 


THIS ſame Law or Power of Attraction 
is not only the Parent, or Foſter-Father of 
Human and other Animal Life, but its 
Nurſe likewiſe. — For as it is by this that 
Animal Life is firſt enkindled, ſo to this like- 
wiſc is owing the Preſcryation of its Flame. 
"Tis to this, and to this only, that the Sym- 
metry, and the Harmony, of the Whole is 
owing. Tis to this, that the various con- 

ſtituent 


l, 
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ſtituent Parts of the whole Animal, as well 
Solids as Fluids, (which, by reaton of their 
continual Motion, Colliſion, Friction and 
Attrition, are perpetually waſting) owe 
their Reparations. In a Word, This at- 
tractile Power or Principle is (next to the 
Supreme Being, that beſtowed it) the ſove- 
reigh Ens and primum Mobile of all Things, 
whether Animal, Vegetable, or Mineral. 


We have, or at leaſt there have been, 
ſome profound and deep-learned Phyſicians 
and Philoſophers, who have taken a great 
deal of Pains to prove, that the Faculty or 
Power of Fecundation and Generation does 
not exiſt in cither Sex ſeparately ; but that 
the Act of Copulation, or the Conjunction 
of Male and Female, are abſolutely neceſſary 
to it: O! parturiunt Montes! &c. This 
(methinks) is a Truth fo univerſally allow'd, 
and has been manifeſted and confirmed by 
ſuch long Experience, that it requires no 
very learned Arguments to prove it; nor, 
indeed, does a Doctrine, ſo palpable and 
eyident, ſtand in need of being promulged 
in theſe latter Days, and in this enlightened 
Age. Indeed, had theſe Adepts undertaken 
to explain and account for this Incapacity of 
each Individual in a philoſophical Manner, 
It migkc then, perhaps, have been worth 
iaening to. This Circumſtance, however, 
though true, is very extraordinary, conſider- 
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ing, that all the Parts of the Animal do ex- 
iſt, and that its Fluids are in Motion, before 
Conception. However, ſo it is in Fact; 
which it would be a difficult Task clearly to 
account for. But, nevertheleſs, ſince it 
would reflect ſeverely on the Narrowneſs of 
human Capacity, ſhould we abandon the 
further Conſideration of theſe Things, and 
give them up as utterly inſolvable with us, 
to we will try our Forces at it. 


W foreſee, indeed, this will be an 
Herculean Task, Hic labor, hoc opus. But 
to the Buſineſs, however: Here, then, is 
the Dilemma from which we are to extricate 
ourſelves, if we can. Firſt, Tis generally 
allowed, at this Day, and is evident to De- 
monſtration, that all the Parts of an Animal 
do exiſt, and that its Fluids are in Motion, 
before Conception; that is, they do or did 
exiſt in the Male Sperm at leaſt; and, we 
preſume, they exiſt equally and alike in 
the Female Ova. Secondly, Not withſtand- 
ing the Pre- exiſtence of theſe Things in each 
conſtituent Principle of Animal Generation, 
yet, tis evident, from all Obſervation and 
Experience, that neither one nor the other 
of the Principles (apart) is capable or qua- 
lify'd to fertilize, augment and ꝗilate its re- 
cent Form, ſo as to bring the Subject in 


Queſlion to Light, till they are firſt brougis 
into 
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into Contact and Conjunction together, by 
the ordinary AQ of Copulation. 


Now, when we reflect on the Sum of 
Things afore-mentioned, and duly weigh 
and conſider them, we infer and conclude as 
follows, V. g. It appears, to us, abſolutely 
and indiſpenſably neceſſary to Generation, 
that many individual Stamina, or conſtituent 
Parts, of the two general Principles, from 
each Sex, ſhould, ft, be aſſembled and 
brought together. Secondly, That they 
{ſhould be intimately mix'd, interwoven and 
incorporated with each other: And, thzrdly, 
That the Mixture be repoſed in a proper Ma- 
trix or Bed, which, by its genial Heat, may 
duly aſſiſt the various Ends of Motion, At- 
traction and Separation; and which, at the 
lame time, may afford a proper Soil or Pa- 
bulum for the Whole to feed upon. 


WHEN many individual Hamina, or of 
tne minute original Principles, produced by 
each Sex, are thus ſituated, mixed and incor- 
porated together, 'tis then, and only then, 
that the ſovereign Law of Attraction does or 
can operate to Effect, which it had neither 
Place nor Power to do, in any one origi— 
nal uniform Particle; for when a great Num- 
ber of theſe original Stamina, of both Sexes, 
ac brought in Contact, and mixed together, 
as in the Act of Copulation it comes about) 
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and that the whole Mixture is reduced to a 
State of Fluidity, then, we ſuppoſe, that all 
thoſe more abſtracted Parts, which expreſſed 
(for Example) the Heart, or any other par- 
ticular Subſtance, in cachoriginal tamen, will 
ſeparate themſelves from the complex Mals, 
(by means of the attractile Power operating 
in and upon them) and ſo combine toge- 
ther, and conſtitute the Heart of the Whole. 
And, furthermore, we may reaſonably ſup- 
poſe, that cach and all the other particular 
Bowels, Members, Cc. of an animal Body, 
are form'd by the fame Mechaniſm, v. g. by 
the mutual Attraction and Combination of 
many ſimilar Particles, each of which was a 
Type or Figure, in Miniature, of the Bowel 
or Member of which it afterwards conſtitutes 
or compoſes a Part. 


Tarr curious inquiſitive Naturaliſts tell us, 
that in cach Sced of a Plant or Fruit is ex- 
preſſed the Image or Form of its Parent Plant 
or Tree: Nay, there are ſome who preſume 
to affirm, that in cach minute conſtituent 
Part or Fibril of cither, the Image or Form 
of the M hole is expreſſed. Now, this being 
admitted as Truth, it will give no ſmall 
Force and Sanction to the Conjecture we 
have deliver'd above, vs. That where as tis 
evident, that the Sperm of Animals (eſpe- 
cially of the human Species) docs abound 
with innumerable 47z7ialraulr, to tis not 
impro- 
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improbable but that the whole Maſs may be 
no other than a Congeries, or a Conflux, of 
ſuch Animaleulæ, only differing from each 
other in Maturity and Magnitude. 


Wx have ſome (minute) Phyſicians, and 
other Philoſophers, who have undertaken to 
account for this abſtruſe Work in a very 
caly familiar Manner; and (as they fanſy, 
doubtleſs) have cleared it from all manner 
of Myſtery and Difficulty. 


THESE Adepts aſcribe the Delineation of 
the Whole, and the Formation of the Parts, 
wholly and ſolely to the Heat of the Womb, 
without ſuppoſing any other Power or Pro- 
perty either inherent in the two Principles, 
or preſiding over them, which may be ima- 
gined to co-operate with it, and aſſiſt in 
the Work. They ſuppole, indeed, that 
though the conſtituent Parts of the original 
Stamina or Principles of Animal Genera- 
tion arc apparently ſimilar to each other, 
yet they are, in Fact, diſſimilar; but the 
heat of the Womb, (acting like a rational 
intelligent Agent) by its grcat Sagacity, 
knows how to cull and ſeparate them from 
the Chaos, or confuſed State, in which they 
were, and atterwards, to range and diſpoſe 
them in their proper Diſtricts and Places; 
and thus, by Means and Mediation of the 

1 (divine) 
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(divine) Uterine Heat, Men, Women, and 
other Animals, are made or produced. 


W confeſs, indeed, that the Heat of the 
Womb is abſolutely neceſſary (as the Womb 
itſelf is for a Repoſitory to the two Princi- 
ples) to preſerve the recent Mixture from 
Diſſipation, and keep it in a State of Fluidity, 
as, moreover, the Matrix is, to nouriſh it 
with its Juices : But, when we have faid thus 
much, we can give the Womb no further 
Credit upon this Score ; for though the 
Womb is the Scene or Theatre of Action in 
principio, and is the Conſervatrix and Nu- 
trix of the Subject throughout, to the Time 
of its Birth, yet tne Delineation of the 
Whole, and the Formation of the particular 
Parts, are owing to certain intrinſic Laws, 
inherent, indeed, in all Species of Matter, 
but more eminently in theſe. 


WHEN the two Stamina or Principles 
of Animal Generation have been thus 
brought in Contact together, have been in- 
timately blended and mix d, and perfectly 
incorporated with each other, and the Deli- 
neation of the Body, with all its particular 
Parts or Members, is rough-hewn, (if we 
may be allowed that Expreſſion) then the I ti 
Placenta begins to appear, like alittle Cloud, I of 
upon one Side of the Embryo. W 
ä 8 5 


THE 
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Tae Placenta (which is in Shape like a 
Cake, and is by ſome called the Vomb- 
cake) is a ſpongy Subſtance, and ſeems to 
be little elſe than a Congeries of Blood. veſ- 
ſels. There are not wanting, however, ſome 
Authors, (of Repute and Credit) who tell 
us, that the Placenta is produced from an 
Accumulation of the menſtrual Blood; 
and, conſequently, (their Notion being ad- 
mitted for true) that it derives itſelf from 
the Womb. But, with due Submiſſion to 
thole great Adepts, we preſume to differ 
from them, and to aſſert, that it derives it- 
ſelf from the Embryo, and that it ſprouts out 
of its Belly, like as Muſhrooms do out of 
the Earth; or (to make the Compariſon yet 
ſtronger, and the Alluſion more ſtrictly juſt) 
like as Muſhrooms do out of a Stone tound 
about Naples, called Petro di Fungo, The 
Placenta, ſome time after its Appearance, 
fixes itſelf to the Bottom of the Womb, like 
a Leach, and its Blood-veſlels ſoon inoſcu- 
late with thoſe of the Matrix, from whence 
it receives the Blood, and ſo it becomes the 
Chanel of Nouriſhment to the Fætus. 


T1s not incurious to obſerve how pro- 
vident Nature, by a kind of Deſpumation, 
throws off the moſt ſpiritleſs glutinous Part 
ot the recent Maſs to the Peripheriæ, or 
Sperficies. Of this fame glutinous cxcre- 
mentitious Part, arc form'd the Membranes, 
which 


* 11 
r 3 _ 
"hs 2 


„ 
» 8 7 


SE 2 
TI "nia . oi 1 2 ' \ : + 
Wo oe en ii Ye - 1 * - 
1 1 2 " a D - 
OOO OB IRE FEA Er He 3 Eo wu 
4% - * — — * * 2 - ; 


— 
4 — a : n * 
. 2 — : - 
4 1 3 
oy — 
* * >. a —_ 
5 
3 


—ͤ— — — — 


W 


* 


2 


30 A Philoſophical Es s A 


which involve and contain the Fætus with 
its Waters; and in Proportion as the Fætus 
and its Waters augment their Volume, the 
Membranes increaſe in their Dimenſions, and 
at the ſame time grow thicker and ſtronger. 


THE Water which circumſcribes the Fæ. 
tus, may, by a proper Allegory, be ſtyled 
its Atmoſphere, and the Membranes, the at- 
moſpherical Bounds or Peripheriæ. This 
Water is no other than the excrementitious 
1M ſpiritleſs Part of the Nutriment, which the 
_ KY Fetus (after having aſſimilated and tranſub- 

720 ſtantiated its more noble eſſential Part) throws 
1 off at its Superficies, or tranſudes through 
I 1 | its tender Pores. 


= As the Fætus grows bigger, ſo does the 
= Chordon or Navel-ſtring, and the Placenta 
1 the ſame, in juſt and adequate Proportions: 
| | But the Placenta, however, (whether we 
|| (| ſpeak of its original Formation, or its ſub- 
Bak ſequent Increaſe) does not proceed from the 
. menſtrual Blood, (as the Authors we have 
uy alluded to would make us believe) except in 
a more remote Scnſe ; but it derives its Be. 
ing, Nouriſhment, and Increaſe of Bulk, in- 
tirely from the FTætus. However, in Pro- 
portion as the Ferns derives its Nourill- 
17 { | ment from the menſtrual Blood, ſo the 714. hs 
1 centa (though in a more remote Senſe, à Er 
1 aboveſaid) does the fame. In Fine, 1 the WY. 
ii 11 
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Fetus gives Birth and Being to the Placenta, 


ing the Chanel of Nouriſhment to it, ſo the 
Fetus ſuperadds, by giving it a due Aug— 
mentation of Bulk. 


a DURING the Time the Fætus is impri- 

] | fon'd in the Womb, from the Moment of 
| its Conception, to that of its Delivery, it 

may not improperly be ſaid to have a vege- 

tative Life and Growth; and the Mazrzx is 

the Soil on which both depend; into which 

the Umbilical Vein and Artery of the Fætus 
| terminate by innumerable Ramifications. Its 
Lungs don't play during the Time of its Im- 

priſonment in the Womb, nor is it neceſſary 
ts Heart ſhould contract and dilate in the 
Manner and Meaſure it does after the Birth, 
becauſe the Circulation of the Fluids is de- 
pendent on an extrinſic Cauſe, vg. on that 
of its Mother's. We allow, however, that 
thoſe Bowels may vibrate a little, and all the 
Arteries may do the ſame ; and this, in all 
Probability, is, in ſome meaſure, the State 
of the Caſe, with reſpect to the Tubes of 
Plants, in which their Sap aſcends, though 
tis not palpable to our outward Senſes. 


which afterwards remunerates it, by becom 


Thus far of human (alluding, at the 
ame time, to other Animals) Impregnation, 
fecundation and Generation, conſidered as 
Animal only. Now let us inſpect and exa- 

mine 
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mine it as a rational Being, endued with 2 
living Soul. 
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M any and diverſe are the Opinions of 
Men (as well Phyſicians and Divines, as Phi- 
loſophers) concerning the Time and Manner, 
when and how the human Soul is impreſſed 
on the Subject generated. | 


SOME (and of theſe not a few) are of 
Opinion, That thc human Soul is infuſed at 
the Inſtant of Fecundation : And there are 
others who imagine, and accordingly alert, 
That it is not impreſſed on the Fætus till all 
the Parts are form'd ; that is to ſay, till the 
} Body, the Head and Limbs become diſtin- 
PN = guiſhable. Some again maintain, That the 
It Soul is not breathed into the Fætus till it 
becomes quick, as the Phraſe is; that is, 
manifeſts Life and Motion. There is yet 
another Set of Philoſophers, who imagine, 
Thar the Soul is not infuſed into the Body 
till the Infant is born. Beſides all theſe va- 
rious Opinions and Notions, there is yet an- 
other Claſs of Men, who fix it at a much 
more early Period, or rather at no Period 
at all; for theſe ſuppoſe it to have exiſted in 
the Seed (but of which Sex? that is the 
Queſtion; for the Female Ova have as good 
a Claim to the Name of Seed, as the Male 
Sperm has) before Fecundation, or _ 

that 
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that the firſt Rudiments of Generation wete 
1 | 


THE Candidates for this Opinion, That 
the Soul exiſted in the Seed before Fecun- 
dation or Conception, (of which Number 
was the divine f1;ppocrates; and ſome other 
illuſtrious Ancients) have expreſſed them- 
ſelves with ſome Reſtriction, indeed; vig. 
They ſuppoſe the Soul to have exiſted in the 
Seed only potentially, and not in Virtue and 
Effect, till the Fætus was intirely form'd. 


TH1s Opinion, however, cofſider d in 
the groſs, will appear ſomewhat perplex'd and 
confus d, not to ſay ſelf-contradiory; (tho 
favour'd with the concurrent Sentiments of 
ſuch great Men) if we examine it in all its 
Parts, and compare them one with another ; 
for ſome of the Partizans of this ſame No- 
tion ſay, That the Soul, pre-cxiſting in the 
Seed, is the Formatrix of her own *Doms- 
cilium; that is to ſay, ſhe preſides over, or- 
ders and effectuates, the Work of Generation, 
from its Beginning to its Completion. 


SHOULD we admit this egregious Sally, 
and allow it the Sanction of Validity and 
Truth, we ask, Would it not thence fol- 
low, that the Soul exiſted in Virtue and 
Effect, as well as potentially? Moſt cer- 
tainly it would. However, the Soul, tho 
F as 
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as ſuppoſed by this Claſs of Philoſophers, it 
exiſts in the Seed before Conception, yet it 
is not, by them, ſaid to exert itſelf in it 
during its ſeparate State, but only ſo ſoon as 
the two Principles of human Generation are 
brought in Contact together by the Act of 
Coition: But if the Soul really cxerts itſelf, 
and operates from that Inſtant, why then it 
exerts itſelf, and operates, before the Fætus 
is intirely form d; which is ſelf-contradictory 
to one eſſential Part of the Dogma. 


Bur this Notion, we fanſy, won't meet 
with much Credit or Countenance amongſt 
the more Orthodox of our Divines; becauſe 
it ſeems to depreciate the Dignity of the 
Soul, and to take from its divine Eſſence. 

In plain Terms, we think this is debaſing 
the human Soul moſt groſly, and reducing it 
upon a Par with our attractile Power or Prin- 
ciple, which we ſuppoſe to exiſt indeed in 
all Kinds of Matter, but to ſpecify itſelf moſt 
egregiouſly and eminently in the two con- 
ſtituent Principles of Animal Generation, 
more eſpecially the human, as thoſe are the 
moſt ſubtil, volatile and ſpirituous Matters 
in Nature; and, conſequently, they muſt be 
the moſt ſuſceptible of, and ſubject to, the 
attractile Power. 


THis attractile Power or Principle, how- 
1 ever, which manifeſtly exiſts in all Kinds of 
T1. Matter, 


on FECUNDATION. 35 


Matter, was not inherent in them, or aſſociated 
with them, 4b origine, but is, as we preſume, 
ſubſequently impreſſed on them, or diſpenſed 
to them, by the Almighty and Supreme 
Creator; and if we attentively and tho- 
roughly conſider this attractile 1 
all its Operations and Effects, it will, 

haps, appear to us to challenge the high 


Style and Title of a rational, intelligent 
Agent. 


Ir is moſt certain, and is manifeſt from 


all Obſervation and Experience, That no 
Works of Art can well imitate, much leſs 
equal, thoſe of Nature, for Beauty, Order, 
Harmony and Symmetry; and all of the lat- 
ter Sort (422, of Nature) are brought about 
by the Mediation and Influence of this at- 
tractile Principle: Indeed we join or aſſociate 
with this attractile Principle, ſome other 
ſubordinate Powers, to co-operate with it, 
and aſſiſt it; and theſe we ſhall determine 
into the four following, vig. Motion, Ex- 
panſion, Reſtriction, and Secretion; for it 
is by the Mediation of theſe ſervile ſubor- 
dinate Powers, that the Supreme Power of 
Attraction docs or can operate; and the 
Reaſons for this are too plain and obvious 


to every Capacity (we preſume) to need ex- 
plaining, 


1 WE 


this attractile Power or Principle, a rational, 
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W x haye, no doubt, amongſt us, ſome 
(heathen) Philoſophers, who would not he- 
ſitate or ſcruple, in the leaſt, to pronounce 


intelligent Agent, becauſe its Operations 
and Effects are equal, in every thing, to 
what we could expect in and from the others; 
but far be it from us to preſume or think 


any ſuch thing! 


Wr have great Reaſon, however, to be- 
lieve and conclude, That when the Al. 
mighty Creator had pronounced the Fiat, 
and had determined immediately, and in the 
ſame Inſtant, to execute his eternal Purpoſe 
of creating this World, and all the other 
Orbs of Heaven, he then impreſsd this 
attractile Principle and Power on the whole 
Syſtem of Matter; and that in Obedience to 
the ſame, all the various Species of Atoms 
or Corpuſcles, which conſtituted and com- 
poſed the mighty Chaos, attracted, and were 
attracted by, "each other, mutually and re- 
ciprocally ; and thus, ſeparating themſelves 
from the Chaos, (by the Means and Medi- 
ation of the attractile Principle, and its Sub- 
ordinates, above: mentioned) they combined 
together, ſo as to compole and produce dif- 
terent Orbs, according to their diſtinct 
enen 


THEO: 
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THEOLOGISTS tell us, (and that upon 
no leſs Authority than the unerring Oracle, 
the infallible Guide of facred Writ) That 
the Spirit of God did, and actually does, ex- 
iſt in, and preſide over, the Whole, and 
every Part, of the Creation, from the Be- 
ginning. 


TE more orthodox Set of Philoſophers 
(we mean the more Chriſtian) tell us, That 
the Divine Mind does and did preſide over 
the Whole from the Beginning, and that it 
pervades, animates, actuates, orders, diſpoſes 
and governs the Whole, and every Part. 


Tavs the Theologiſts (on their Part) ſay, 
That to the Spirit of God (exiſting in, and 
preſiding over, the Whale, and every Part, of 
the Uniyerſe) is owing the Diſpoſition, Mo- 
dification, Conduct and Government of every 
thing. The more orthodox and religious 
Philoſophers aſcribe the ſelf- ſame Opera- 
tions and Effects to the Divine Mind, which, 
by them, is ſaid to irradiate the Whole, and 
to pervade every Part. On the other hand, 
the more abſtracted Philoſopher (who is leſs 
attentive to rhe Letter and Tenour of Sacred 
Writ, than to Speculations which quadrate 
better with his own Conceptions and Com- 
prehenſions) reſolves all into an attractile 
Principle and Power ; by virtue and means 
of which, the ſclf-ſame Things are, and al- 

Ways 
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ways have been, brought about; fo that it 
ſhould ſeem theſe three different Claſſes of 
Men mean the ſame Thing, only that they 
expreſs themſelves in different Terms. 


Bur what (we eayyi is meant by the Spi- 
rit of God, or by 8 * Divine Mind, exiſt— 
ing in, preſiding over, and pervading the 
Whole, and every Part, of the Univerſe? 
Is it not thence to be anderſtood, That the 
Almighty and Supreme Being did impart and 
detach, from his own infinite Idea, various 
Ideas, both general and particular, which 
he will'd, conſtituted and appointed for the 
Formation, Modification, Conduct and Go- 
vernment of the various created Orbs, and 
all their reſpective Parts likewiſe ? This (in 
a religious philoſophic Senſe) is certainly the 
proper Conſtruction of thoſe Things; and if 
the abſtracted Philoſopher will pleaſe to mean 
the ſame Thing by his attractile Principle and 
Power, how can we help it? 


UroN the Whole, we perceive and dif- 
cover manifeſtly, That there exiſts in Mat- 
ter a ſelf-· forming and diſpoſing Power, 
which is paramount or ſuperior to all hu- 
man Art and skill; and this obtains moſt 
eminently, we fanſy, in animal Bodies, eſ 
pecially the human. And this Principle and 
Power (however expreſſed by the Philoſo- 
pn by the Term Attraction, and its ſub- 

ordinatc 
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ordinate Properties and Aſſociates) may, 
pcrhaps, be explained into a rational Idea, 
or intelligent Agent, without derogating 
from the Dignity, and ſublime Eflence, o 
theſe Things. SS 


For what can the Divine Mind, or the 
Divine Idea, do more, than to order, conſti- 
tute, diſpoſe, and regulate Things in the 
beſt and moſt perfect manner? And if this 
attractile Principle or Power manifeſtly does 
the ſame, (as its Votarics aſſert) why then it 
may be the ſame Thing, tho expreſs d under 
another Term, for aught that we know to 
the contrary. 


Bur, to reſume the human Soul once 
more under our Cognizance and Conſidera- 


tion, as that important Article was left unfi- 
niſh'd — | 


Wren we bring all the different Notions 
and Opinions aboye-mention'd in Review be- 
tore us, and examine them ever fo cloſely, 
wc are yct at a Loſs which to adopt and 
ſtick to — as they are all alike Objects of 
Speculation and Conjecture 3 and are not 
(as we apprehend at leaſt) to be prov'd and 
alcertain'd, -— In this Dilemma, therefore, 
we ought to eſpouſe that Opinion which 
ſeems moſt rational and tenable: For, in 
Things where we can expect no Certainty 

to 
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to guide us, we ſhould always adhere to ti 
moſt probable. 


No, as to the fitſt Opinion, which ſays, 
That the human Soul is impreſs d at the In- 
ſtant of Fecundation; — or, as to the ſe- 
cond, That tis then, and hot before, infusd 
into the Fætus, when the Head and all the 
Parts are formed; — or the third, That tis 
. not inſtill d into the Subject generated, till it 
1 is quick; that is ro ſay, manifeſts Life and 


1 Motion; — or the fourth, That the Soul is 
1 not breathed into the Body, till the Inſtant of 
Wt its Birth——Theſe Notions are all alike hypo- 


thetical, are equally apocryphal, and may 
be all alike either receiv'd or rejected: For 
they are coequal to cach other in Weight and 
Validity, and neither of them, as we pre- 
ſume, can boaſt the Sanction of a rational 
Support. — But as to the fifth, and laſt- 
mention'd, (which had the divine Hippocra. 
tes, and other illuſtrious Anctents, for its 
Advocates and Aſſertors) that, indeed, has 
ſome ſort of Claim to the Sanction of Rex 


ſon. 
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SUPPOSE then, we ſhould preſume to af: 
ſert, That the human Soul did exiſt in thc 
Seed before Conception (for want of a bet. 
ter Explanation, or even another equal] 
good and tenable); this Aſſertion, as We 


take it, would not derogate from, nor de 
| preciate 
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preciate the Dignity and Divinity of the Soul 
in the leaſt. — For, firſt, we ſuppoſe the 
Soul (in Spight and Contempt of ſome nar- 
row-minded Moderns and others) is not con- 
fin d to a Gland, nor yet to any other parti- 
cular abſtracted Part of the Body — but, on 
the contrary, that 'tis all in all, and all in 
cyery Part. — And thus far 'tis a Semblance 
of the Deity, from whence it proceeds. 
This being allow'd us, (which will ſcarce be 
deny'd, we fanſy, and cannot be diſprov'd) 
it thence follows, that the Soul muſt be ſup- 
pos d to exiſt in the Sperm or Seed, in a 
more eminent Degree and Meaſure, than 
in any other abſtracted or ſecreted Part —— 
except only the animal Spirits, which are the 
Medium betwixt Soul and Body, may be 
ſuppos d to retain a godd deal to the former, 
and actually ſubtend and ſupport all the ani- 
mal Faculties and Functions. But, next to 
theſe, the Sperm is the moſt noble, volatile, 
and ſublime Part or Quinteſſence of the 
Whole. Moreover, the Sperm is not only 
a Part of the Whole, but is derived from 
the Whole, and partakes of the Whole: 
And it is abundantly more replete with ani- 
mal Spirits, than any other Part or Subſtance 
in the human Fabric. 


We have met with ſome Perſons, (in 
tne Courſe of our Converſations) who have 
8 endea- 
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endeavour'd to confound the Soul with the 
animal Spirits, or to ſwallow it up in the 
Spirits, by pretending to prove, that they 
are the ſame thing — becauſe (as they aſ- 
ſert) the animal Spirits are a Quality purely 
ethereal, abſolutely void of Materiality, and, 
conſequently, are capable of all thoſe high 
Titles, Talents, and Prerogatives, which we 
aſcribe to the Soul. But thoſe evil- minded 
Monſters, with their pernicious Tenets, we 
utterly diſavow —— and ſhall be able, per- 
haps, to obviate their Inconſiſtency and Ab- 
ſurdity. 


To countenance and concur with thoſe 
Notions, would be to degrade the human 
Soul, to rob it of its divine Eſſence, and to 
reduce it upon a Par with the Souls of 
Brutes. But leſt we ſhould ſtand cenſur d 
of Arrogance and Dogmatiſm, in diſſenting 
from the Opinions ofothers, without offcring 
ſome Reaſons to ſupport it, we ſhall urge 
the following, which we hope may ſuffice : 


THe animal Spirits, being deriv'd and 
ſecreted from the human Blood, (which is 
known to be material) muſt neceſſarily re- 
tain ſomething of Materiality (for, as it is 
ſaid, we may judge of the Tree by its Fruit, 
ſo, vice verſa, we may judge of the Fruit by 


the Tree); and, conſequently, muſt be 1n- 
com- 
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compatible with, and incapable of, thoſe ex- 
alted Faculties and Prerogatives which we 
aſcribe to the Soul, and which are mani- 
feſtly annexed to it, That the Soul is a 
rational, intellectual Faculty, void of Mate- 
riality, and immortal in its Nature — and 
that the animal Spirits retain of Materiality, 
are undeniable Facts and Truths : — There- 
fore the Soul is not the animal Spirit, nor 
is the animal Spirit the Soul. 


Holy WRIT informs us, that when 
God created Man, (that is, the firſt Man) 
He breathed into him the Breath of Life, and 
he became a living Soul. But, as we appre- 
hend, there is no Precept nor Paſſage, in all 
the ſacred Books, which tells us, that God 
will, or neceſſarily muſt, do the ſame to 
every ſubſequent Individual, or that other- 
wiſe he muſt turn out a Brute, inſtead of a 
rational Creature: No! on the contrary, 
tis very natural and reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that when once the Almighty had impreſs d 
His own Image (that is, a living Soul) on 
Man, the ſame Soul, or rational Faculty, 
would be propagated ſucceſſively to all 
future Poſterity, in the ordinary Act of Ge- 
neration, as well as the other Faculties, Pro- 
pertics, and Paſlions of the Body. 
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WE can't apprehend, that this ＋ 2 
tends, in the leaſt, to derogate from the 
Dignity, and divine Eſſence of the Soul; 
or that it tends towards reducing it to a Par 
with the Souls of Brutes. — For ſpirituous 
and ethereal Eſſences, that are abſolutely 
independent, or void of Materiality, may 
be multiplied, or divided and ſubdivided, in 
znfinitum —— without diminiſhing their Vir- 
tue, or. impairing their Eſſence, in the leaſt, 
And thus the divine Particle, which the Al- 
mighty and Bountiful Creator infus'd into our 
firſt Parents, may be ſuppos'd to have been pro- 
pagatcd, and tranſmitted down to all future 
Poſterity, in the natural Act of Generation, 
without thwarting the pure Tenour of our 
moſt holy Religion in the leaſt. And ſo we 
diſmiſs this Part of our Subject; being reſolvd 
to reſt ſatisfy d and firm in this Opinion, till 


ſome one ſhall diſprove it, or advance a more 


probable and tenable one in the Place of it. 


W have already given it for undeniable 
Truth, and Matter of Fact, that the Seed 
of both Male and Female (that is, the Sperm 
of the former, and the Ova, or Eggs, of the 
latter) are of equal Neceſſity, Uſe, and Im- 
portance, to the Buſineſs of Generation. And 
amongſt the many Arguments which preſent, 
to countenance this Suppoſition, none can 


be more perſuaſive and coercive, than the 
8 Iſſues 
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ſues which reſult from the Copulation 
of different Colours, or Species. ' As for 
Example: If a black Man copulates with a 


white Woman, (and vice verſa) and the 
Woman conceives, the Iſſue of ſuch Copu- 


lation will be of a tawny Colour, equally 


receding from, and partaking of, the Co- 
lour of both Father and Mother. But as to 
the Difference of Sexes, we take it to rcſult 
ſimply, and ſolely, from the Predominance 
that the Male Sperm, or Female Ovum, 
might have in the Article of Fecundation. 
For as tis no improbable Conjecture, that all 
the conſtituent Parts of the Male Sperm or 
Seed, are ſo many Male Children in Minia- 
ature ſo, on the other hand, tis reaſonable 
to judge, that all the conſtituent Parts of the 
Female Ova are ſo many Female Children in 
Miniature. And thus, when an Ovum, or Egg, 
is impregnated by the Male Sperm, and all its 
component Parts are divided, difloly'd, and 
incorporated with the Sperm, then the Sex 
will be determin'd by that Party which pre- 
dominates, or is ſtrongeſt. Q. E. D. 


As for thoſe narrow - ſould Philoſophers 
and Phyſicians, who (to the great Diſho- 
nour and Diſparagement of the Fair Sex) pre- 
tend to deny, thar Woman contributes any 
thing more, in the ſublime Act of Genera- 
ration, than a convenient Domicilium for 
the Subject generated, we will bring their 

ſad 
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fad, | prepoſterous, abſurd Notion once more 
in Review; and will ſubje& it to the Teſt 
and Trial of a rational Examination. 


In the firſt Place, There's no ſort of Rex 
fon is or can be urg'd, in Support of that 
pernicious Hypotheſis. —— Therefore we 
have nothing to do, but give our Objections: 
And of thoſe, we ſhall confine ourſelves to 
the moſt weighty and cocrcive. 


WHEN we extend our Reflections to Wo- 
man in general (that is, to the Fair Sex) — 
When we duly conſider her exterior Graces 
and Ornaments — When we afterwards 
leave the Superficies, and penetrate into 
her — There to behold and conſider her in- 
tellectual Beauties, where we ſee good Senſe, 
fine Sentiments, Wit, Judgment, and Good- 
nature fit triumphant, and appear ſipremo 
Gradu, we don't heſitate to pronounce Wo- 
man the molt perfect, excellent, and adora- 
ble Part of the viſible Univerſe. Now to 
infer — Since it is evident, that the Seed 
or Sperm of Man is the moſt noble and cx: 
cellent Part of the whole Man, ſo, in Pa 
rity of Reaſon, we may preſume, that the 
Female Ova are the moſt noble, volatile, 
and excellent Part of Woman, — And this 
being granted, how muſt it reflect on thc 
Divine Wiſdom, to ſuppoſe, that fo noble, 


volatile, and perfect a Quinteſſence * 
0 
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be deſtin'd to no other than the ſordid Uſe 
aboye-mention'd — only to ſerve as a Re- 
poſitory, a Bed, or Harbour for the Male 
Seed to fructify in? 


Ius r take Leave to enter a Caveat, in 
Advance, againſt any ſiniſtrous Conſtructions 
and Concluſions, which the more tender, 
ſcrupulous Chriſtians may, perhaps, make 
and infer, from the Countenancel ſeemingly 
give to the Opinion of the Soul's pre-cxiſting 
in the Seed before Conception. Moreover, 


doxy, or ſuppoſe me a Perſon leaning to 
Scepticiſm and Infidelity, in Prejudice of the 
in- truly divine Chriſtian Syſtem, becauſe I have 
iſe, exhibited a Parallel betwixt the Operations 
od- and Effects of the attractile Principle and 
Power, (as it exiſts, and exerts itſelf, in all 
Kinds of Matter) and the Operations of a ra- 
tional Idea, or intelligent Agent. No! on 


tain ſuch an Opinion, (whereas I only ſup- 
poſe ſome others do, or have done it) I think 
| could eaſily exculpate myſelf from all Su- 
ſpicion of Infidelity, or Deiſm, on that Ac- 
count, For this attractile Principle is not 
to be conſider d as merely mundane — that 
is to ſay, It does not only exiſt on Earth, 
and in all the various Species of Matter, but 
t obtains in Heaven likewiſe ; and that in a 

more 


| hope no one will cenſure me of Hetero- 


| the contrary — Did I even aſſert and main- 


Form and Order, and made the Univerſe as 
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more eminent Degree or Meaſure : And ag 
this ſame attractile Principle exiſts and ob- 
tains in Heaven, we may, I preſume, (with- 
out Offence) conſtrue it into a rational intel. 
ligent Agent or Idea. In a Word, The old 
Axiom, Similia ſimilibus gaudent, obtains 
univerſally, from the moſt minute Particles 
of Matter, to thoſe vaſt Orbs which run their 
continued Courſes thro' the Heavens, -— 
And when we extend the Parallel to Things 
metaphyſical, to Heaven itſelf, and its Inha- 
bitants purely ſpiritual, it will be found to 


hold good there too. 


WHAT can be more conſiſtent with phy- 
ſical and moral Reaſon, than to ſuppoſe, 
firſt, that all the Acts and Effects of the Al. 
mighty and Supreme Creator, or of Pro- 
vidence, (as the abſtracted Philoſopher will 
term it) ſhould be conformable to, and cor: 
reſpondent with, the utmoſt Extent and 
Truth of . Laws: — And, /econdl), 
that the ſame Almighty and Supreme Cre. 
ator ſhould have conſtituted, from the Be- 
ginning, (when he reduc'd the Chaos into 


we ſee it) the ſuppos d attractile Principle, 
which (by the Means and Mediation of its 
ſubordinate Aſſociates and Aſſiſtants above- 
mention d) ſhould preſerve and perpetuate 
Things in the Order he had plac'd and de- 
fi ign'd | them ? 


Aw. — 


TEESE, 
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THESE, (vi. the attractile Principle, and 
its Aſſociates) being conſtituted, as ſuppos d, 
and appointed for the 8 of the 

Univerſe, became the firſt Effects of the Su- 

preme Creator: And they were, under Him, 
the firſt Cauſes of all Things. Thus God, 
or the Supreme Creator and Governor, ex- 
empted Himſelf from the Neceſſity of an 
univerſal and inceſſant Attention to all mi- 
nute Things and Circumſtances. And this, 
we preſume, is ſtrictly conſentaneous with 
the beſt Notions we can form, or conceive, 
of the Almighty and All- wiſe Creator, 


SHOULD theſe Opinions be admitted, 
and even receiv'd in the groſs, (becauſe they 
are not calculated to admit of Abatement) 
don't let it be imagind, that we propoſe to 
fivour the Doctrine of abſolute Predeſti- 
nation, — For tho Effects do, and always 
will, certainly follow their Cauſes — which 
the Supreme Being (if He would pleaſe to in- 
ſpect the Abyſs of Eternity to come) might 
torcknow, yet theſe Effects are not prede- 
ſtinated. 


Ir is, we know well, a very nice and 
difficult Point, to diſtinguiſh betwixt the 
Preſcience or Fore- knowledge of God, and 
| Predeſtination. Many Pens have been em- 
ployed, and numerous Volumes have been 
written, to clear up this Difficulty: And 
ater all, Adkuc ſub Fudice Lis eff, Some 
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weak Minds can't comprehend the Diſtin- 
ion: And there are others (which arc 


either oyer-ſcrupulous, or prejudic d) who 
are reſolvd not to admit it, 


Bur we have 4 we hope, at leaſt) ſplit 
the Hair, and ſhewn the Difference. If 
not, we leave it (as many have done before 
us) undecided, 


APPEN 


| APPENDIX: 


2. 


Containing 4 ws 6 Inquiry concerning the 
Meg 


Cauſes and ns, from and by which 
are produced thoſe extraneous animated 
| Subſtances, and other inanimate Concre- 
tions, (which go under the Names of 
Sutrekins, or Moles ; the former peculiar 
to the Women of Holland, the latter com. 
mon to Women of all Countries) in the 
' Wambs of ſome teemins Women, which 
ſometimes deſtroy the Foctus, by ſucking 
out its vital Blood ; at others, by robbing 
it of a Part of its Nutriment. 


THE Explanation of this Phænomenon 

may be various, indeed; but we ſhall 
only inſtance the moſt rational and probable 
that preſent to our Conjectures. And, 


Firſt, It is evident, That the Ova, or 
Stamina, of diverſe Inſects and Reptiles do 
ſometimes inſinuate themſelves into human 
and other animal Bodies, where they lie con- 
ccaled, either in the Blood-veſlels, or ſome 
other Part of the Body, till either by Time 
or Accident they arc brought to Light. 


| Now ſuppoſe one of theſe Ova to have 
inſinuated itlelf into the Womb of a Wo- 


H 2 man, 
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man, and there to lie concceated&rill the Mo- 
ment of Copulation and Conception, 'tis not 
impoſſible, nor yet improbable, but that the 
Male Sperm, (which is the moſt ſubtil, vola- 
tile, and ſpirituous Subſtance in Nature) or 
ſome Part of it at leaſt, may be abſorb d or 
ſuck d in by the ſuppos d Ouum. And thus, 
the Egg may become impregnated, —- For 
tho' the fuppos'd Egg met with no ſuitable 
Pabulum before, to foment, dilate, cheriſh, 
and nouriſh it, yet the human Sperm (being 
evidently cndow'd with the Properties and 
Qualities above- mention d) may very proba- 
bly diſpoſe ittoFecundation. And when once 
the firſt Rudiments of Animal Generation 
are thus laid, it may after wards be ſuſtain d 
and carry d on by a much coarſer kind of 
Nutriment; vs. by the natural and ordi- 
mary Juices of the Womb: — At leaſt, till 


ſuch time as it has acquird ſome Degree of 


Bulk and Maturity: And then (as tis rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe) it will look out for ſome 
more excellent and ſubſtantial Sort of Food. 


Ts then, we preſume, that it fixes itſelf, 
Hke a Leech, to the Fætus; which it either 
kills, or impoveriſhes, by ſacking out its 
vital Blood. Theſe extraneous, preternatu- 
ral Subſtances often accompany the imma- 
rure Fruits which come away in Miſcarriages : 
And, very probably, are too often the fatal 
Caule of what they ſo accompany. 


Ag 
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VV 


As to the Sutrekin indeed, that (if we 


may credit the common Tradition of Peo- 


ple) frequently accompanies a mature Birth: 
And therefore may be pretum'd not to prey 
upon the Fetus; but to feed and ſuſtain it- 
ſelf upon the natural Ju of the Womb. 


THr1s aniphiblous Animal (in particular) 
is ſaid to manifeſt a great deal of Life, Vi- 
gour, and Vivacity, when it firſt comes into 
the World: And it is further obſery'd to 
ſeek, with great Paſſion and Avidity, to re- 
turn to the warm Place from whence it 
came; or, at leaſt, to ſome other like it: 
Which obliges all the Female Friends and 
Aſliſtants to keep very cloſe Quarters, whilt 
that Sign appears in the Zodiac. 


I nave, I confeſs it, often thought 
with myſelf, (and I am, even at this Day, 
ſome what hard of Belief concerning it) 
that this renowned Animal, about. which 
the World has made ſuch a Parade, was no 
other than a mere Fiction — an Eus Ra- 
tients! And that it was contriv'd for a Ban- 
ter upon the Durch Ladies — Tho I can't 
ſee for what Reaſon : For the Dutch Ladies, 
eſpecially of the preſent Generation, are (if 
ve may credit common Fame) not inferior 
to the reſt of the Fair Sex, either in fine 
_ Beauty, Senſe, Wit, or Polite- 
cis 
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Bur, after all, ſeeing that two celebrated 
Perſons of the preſent Age Dr. Au—y, 
and Dr. 1 , both reputed Men of Sta- 
ture, amongſt the Literati) have undertaken 
to aſſert and prove it to be a real Entity, in 
their very learned and ingenious Lucubra- 
tions, we confeſs ourſclves a fort of Con- 
verts to the Solidity of their Reaſonings, 
and the Irrefragability of their Arguments, 
And tho' the Dignity of the Subject merits, 
that we expatiate more largely upon it, yet, 
ſeeing the above-mention'd Gentlemen have 
treated it ſo copiouſly, as to have intircly 
exhauſted it, ſo we ſhall put a Period to our 
Reflections upon it; becauſe we can ſay no- 
thing new upon the Subject, or more to 
the Purpoſe, than has been already deliver d 
by them. 


Wnurx any one of theſe preternarural, 
extraneous Animals is ingenderꝰd in the Womb 
of a Woman, tis very natural and reaſonable 
to apprehend, that its Shape will be very gro- 
teſque and unform'd; and that it will reſemble 
no one Thing — whether in the Heavens 
above, or in the Earth bencath, or in thc 
Waters under the Earth, — 25 

Bur further: Tis poſſible, that at the 
Time of Conception and Fecundation, when 
one mature and perfect Ouum is impregnatcd, 
{ome other Ovum, yet immature and impet 
fect, may imbibe ſome Portion of the Sperm, 


and become impregnated. Or otherwilc: 
| 15 
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'Tis poſſible, that a mature Egg, or Ovum, 
may be impregnated by a weak, corrupt 1 
Sperm. And in either Caſe, the Form or 1 
Shape of the Mole, -or Subſtance ingender'd, 
may be deprav d, or vary far from the natu- 1 
ral and ordinary Shape, in Proportion to the 
weak, corrupt State of the Seed or Sperm 
impregnating; or to the Weakneſs, Imma- 


turity, or other Depravity, of the Egg im- 1 
preghated, 'J 


As to thoſe other carnous, inanimate 1 
Subſtances, which uſually paſs under the 1 
Name of falſe Conceptions, thoſe, indeed, 9 
will require a different Definition. i ht 


THESE are, undoubtedly, Concretions 
of the pure fibrous Blood, which had been bY 
extravaſated, and thrown into the Matrix; mn 
and owe their Origin and Exiſtence to no 
Sort of Ova, or other Stamina of Gene- 
ration, But tho' theſe Subſtances, when 
diſcharg'd from the Womb, manifeſt no Ani- 
mal Life, yet, without Doubt, they had a 

egetative Life, whilſt in the Womb; and 
were nouriſh'd and increas'd by its Juices, 
in which they were immers'd. 


BEFORE we conclude, we can't help ob- 
ſerving, (as it juſt now occurs to our Re- 
membrance) that about ſome twelve or thir- 
teen Years ago, (at the Time when the two 
Doors, whom we have pointed at above, 


n. 
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1 on their . about the Futre. 

kin, with ſuch Warmth and Aſſiduity) we 
caſually met with an anonymous Picce, in 
Manuſcript, which ſeem'd calculated to ſa- 
tisfy ſome Scruples and Interrogatories ex- 
hibited by Dr. Mz —- that prov'd the real 
Entity of the Sutrekin, with its proper 
Cauſes, and the Manner of its Production, 
in a very ſolid and ſatisfactory manner; 
and ſo put the Thing out of all Queſtion. 


TH1s curious Piece (as we are inform'd) 
was never publiſh'd which is much to bg 
deplored! We have made diligent Searcl 
after it, amongſt the Bookſellers in Tow 
(in hopes of drawing ſome uſeful Hints ane 
Succours from it, to ſtrengthen and embel 
liſh our own Obſcrvations); but all to ne 
Purpoſe ; for we cannot meet with it. 
Whence we conclude, that it has taken Re 
ſuge in ſome public Library or other 
where it may, perhaps, become a Prey tY 
Worms, or clic be buried in Duſt and Obl, 
vion. 
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